
“Play is the highest expression of human development in childhood, for it alone is the free expression

 of what is in a child’s soul.” Friedrich Froebel (founder of the concept of kindergarten)

[image: image1.png]



EDUC&115 Intro to Child Development – Winter 2016 – 5 credits
Instructor: Patricia M. McDonald, M.Ed.

Class meets:  ONLINE (new weeks start on Tuesdays)
Office Hrs: Schedule an appointment with me at: http://patriciamcdonald.youcanbook.me
Email:  pmcdonald@highline.edu  (Always email me from your Canvas account.)
Course Outcomes
To build a functional understanding of the foundations of child development, prenatal to early adolescence. Observe and document physical, social, emotional and cognitive development of children, reflective of cross cultural and global perspectives.
Student Learning Outcomes
After successful completion of the course, students will be able to:
· Discuss prominent child development research and theories.
· Describe the developmental sequence from conception through early adolescence in all domains using appropriate terminology and identifying characteristics of each.
· Describe individual and cultural affects, differences and commonalities in child development and nurturing practices.
· Articulate how family, caregivers, teachers, community and culture influence development.
· Implement appropriate techniques to conduct and document observations of children as a means to assess and communicate growth and development.
  
Course Text 
· Trawick-Smith, Jeffrey. (2010). Early Childhood Development: A Multicultural Perspective (6th Edition). Pearson Publishing. 
· Virtual Child Access Code – Purchase at www.myvirtualchild.com or get from HC Bookstore.
· Obtain a composition book for class activities.
· Department of Early Learning Guidelines – Found under ‘Important Course Information’
  
This classroom uses Canvas software and is asynchronous, which means we don’t all have to be online at the same time. According to WashingtonOnline, a five-credit course as this should require a minimum of fifteen hours on this course (5hrs a week in lecture/sessions, 2-3hrs of homework for each of the hours spent in class). Online classes are NOT easier than face-to-face and if you are new to distance learning it might be even more challenging than a face-to-face as you learn the technology. 
 
COMMUNICATION POLICY
Education Listserv

As a student in this class you’ll be automatically signed up for the Education Matters listserv.   This is away for you to get information about things happening in the Education Department, Highline Community College, job opportunities and local events.  Unsubscribe instructions are included in case you don’t want this information.
Written emails:
· All communications will happen through Canvas for us both to keep track of our conversations. 
· Instructions on how to link your Canvas email account with your MyHCC account will be provided in IMPORTANT INFO. 
· Emails sent through personal email accounts will not be answered.  
· Should look like you are a future professional.
If you have not heard back within 48 hrs.
Check your Canvas account AND your MyHCC account for emails. 
Check on whether I answered it through addressing the entire class in an email or announcement.
Email me again. Don’t take it personally if you don’t hear back from me. Please remind me.
Late Work Policy:
· ALL late work will be turned into the Canvas, as assignment can be submitted late for partial credit. 
· Discussion boards cannot be submitted after they close on Canvas.
Tips for Success

· Finish any reading assignments before beginning of the week.
· Attend class regularly, be on time, and stay for the entire period.  It’s my experience that people who attend class regularly achieve better grades.  
· Participate fully in discussions, activities, and small group exercises.  “Participation” includes: sharing information, ideas, concerns, asking questions, and listening to others.  A supportive, collaborative attitude and equality in division of group responsibilities is expected for all projects.  Respectful behavior is required at all times.  

· Make sure to schedule a meeting with me about your progress if you have any special questions, concerns or problems.
ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTIONS
Note: Students working to complete an Associate of Applied Science degree in Early Childhood Education and/or Paraeducator are encouraged to save assignments marked with an asterisk*.  These assignments represent competence related to Washington State Skill Standards and the Education Department’s student learning outcomes.  Identified assignments may be included in the portfolio created in the capstone course Education 281 Professional Development.
  
Key Terms Taxonomy* - Collect terminology pertinent to child development from the text, videos, and class discussions. The text uses bold print to introduce significant terms and then provides descriptions.  You will create a personal taxonomy of the bold faced terms and/or whatever terms you need to learn from each assigned chapter, a text or other reference, a definition in your own words, and an original illustration or example.
Virtual Child – This quarter we will be piloting The Virtual Child program. Assistance with registering for this assignment provided. Students will be given the chance to raise a child (birth-adolescence) using knowledge of child development Four times throughout the quarter students will have opportunities to reflect on their simulated experience.

   
Study Circles - Each week students will complete a graphic organizer that shows evidence of reading the weekly-required text, in addition to providing students with a chance to engage with the content. The complete form is due in class in the first weekly session. These are due at the beginning of the week with the week’s required reading completed.
Weekly Discussion Board  - Each week you will be asked to answer an ESSENTIAL QUESTION focused on the week’s material. After completing the assigned reading, sessions, and mini assignments formulate your answer. Connections with course session, reading, and activities are required. ANSWERING THE ESSENTIAL QUESTION SHOULD NOT BE YOUR OPINION. Professional practitioners do not go around sharing their personal opinion, but rather support best practices, founded on quality research around child development.

· Check in regularly to the Main Discussion Board (your activity in Canvas is documented)

· Post at least THREE each week, ONE Post Answer Question:  Start a new thread and address the guided questions. TWO Reply Posts: Reply to other community members, deepen the conversation, ask clarifying questions, and make connections.

· Posts should follow correct punctuation, spelling and grammar. This is college course work. Points will be deducted from posts that are not edited for spelling, grammar and punctuation. Complete sentences required.

· SHOW WHAT YOU KNOW. Use as many key terms in your discussion board posts as possible.

Mini Assignments - There will be 10 mini assignments throughout the quarter, each structured to scaffold your learning in content areas. These assignments should be answered thoroughly, rushing through your assignments and missing key points will result in missed points.

Burning Issue Poster* - Throughout the quarter we will touch on many issues/concept/topics that you may desire to know more about than we have time in this course. This assignment will allow you to choose one of those topics to investigate more in depth. You will research this topic further and create an informational poster to share during a gallery walk at the end of the quarter.
EVALUATION AND GRADING
· Key Term Taxonomy = 25pts                             
· Virtual Child Activities = 75pts                              
· Study Circle = 50pts  
· Weekly Discussion Board = 50pts                     
· Mini Assignments  = 100pts

· Burning Issue Poster = 50pts     

TOTAL 350pts
Withdrawals - Students who have not officially withdrawn from the class by the official withdrawal date will receive a grade based on the work they have completed to that date, even if they have stopped attending class. Be aware that, if you stop coming to class and do not withdraw, you are likely to earn a 0.0 in the class, which will remain permanently on your transcript. It is very hard for your grade point average to recover from such a grade. I cannot withdraw you after that date. 
Incompletes - An “incomplete” is a grade on your transcript that is converted to a decimal grade when you finish all of your work for the course. It is intended for students who are successfully passing the course until the very end, when they encounter a major emergency, such as a car accident or hospital stay. It is not intended for students who have failed to turn in most of the work over the course of the quarter. 
Accommodations for Individual Needs

If you have a health condition or disability that may require accommodations in order to fully participate in this class, please contact me after class or contact Access Services in Building 99-180, by phone (206) 592-3857, or email access@highline.edu. Information about disability will be regarded as confidential.

Academic Success Centers
HCC’s tutoring centers provide support to all Highline students. Trained and certified peer tutors assist students in math, writing, and a variety of other subject areas in a constructive, student-centered environment. Drop-in, group tutoring, one-on-one consultations, and workshops are free to all currently enrolled students.  Building 26, Suite 319.  Ext. 3444. http://tutoring.highline.edu/home2.htm
Faculty Advising

Highline College instructors are a wonderful resource for students at any stage of the academic process. Many Highline faculty have career experience, are knowledgeable about campus resources, and can assist students in reaching their educational goals through degree planning. If you have an advising question, feel free to approach your instructor. If your instructor cannot answer your question, she/he will help you find someone who can.

 
Student Responsibilities for Classroom Behavior

Student rights and responsibilities are outlined in the “Student Rights and Responsibilities Code WAC 1321-120,” available in Student Services and elsewhere on campus. This Code prohibits disorderly or bothersome conduct which interferes with the rights of others or which obstructs or disrupts teaching.  Further, the instructor is responsible for classroom conduct and is authorized to take such steps as are necessary when a student’s behavior interrupts normal classroom procedures.  http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=132I-120-100
Student Grievance Procedure
In the case of a complaint about a course, students are encouraged to speak with their instructor first, and if the matter is not resolved, students should then contact the division chair.  For more detail, see http://studentservices.highline.edu/docs/facultycomplaintprocesspg1.pdf
“Adults who criticize teachers for allowing children to play are unaware that play is the principal means of learning in early childhood. It is the way through which children reconcile their inner lives with external reality. In play, children gradually develop concepts of causal relationships, the power to discriminate, to make judgments, to analyze and synthesize, to imagine and to formulate. Children become absorbed in their play and the satisfaction of bringing it to a satisfactory conclusion fixes habits of concentration which can be transferred to other learning.” - -BASS Early Years Advisory Team 

